PRINCELY EXTRAVAGANZA
I
In the course of his speech at the recent meeting
'of the Chamber of Princes, the Maharaja Saheb of
3ikaner is reported to have said:
'It has been alleged in Congress circles that
the Princes are an imperial creation, that they are
vassals of the Crown and have no status apart from
the Crown, that the question of the States is a red
herring drawn accross the path of India's progress for
imperialistic purposes, that the problem of the States
is a bogey raised by the British Government. . . ,
I may here be permitted to state that many States,
big as well as small, owe their existence to the
strong arm of their former Rulers and that too
before the establishment of the British Empire in
India. Their claims cannot be dismissed in this
-airy fashion which ignores irrefutable historical facts.
. . . If one might point out in all friendliness, it
is British India which is the creation of the British
'Government.
'The  allegation  has   also been made that the
Princes are unfriendly to the Congress.   But that is
not a correct statement  of  the  situation.   It is the
-Congress, however, which has of late  shown  active
hostility to the States, and some  of  its   prominent
spokesmen have  expressed  the  view  that  they do
not want the States in the Federation, and that they
would tear the treaties of the States as if they were
:scraps of paper and even that they would like to see
ihe States done away with.'